Inclusive Digital Economy Network sponsored event:

The First International Workshop on Ontologies in Interactive Systems (https://www.cs.tcd.ie/ontoract08/)

Summery: this was a workshop sponsored by the Inclusive Digital Economy Network (IDEN), held on the 1st of September in conjunction with the British (Human Computer Interaction) HCI conference http://www.hci2008.org/
Funding: Dr Bouamrane (University of Manchester) applied for £1200 to support publishing the workshop proceedings with IEEE computer society. This was to ensure that the workshop could attract high standard submissions and widely publicise the activity of Inclusive Digital Economy cluster.

Results: The workshop was very successful and generated a lot of interest both nationally an internationally: there were over 20 original submissions to the workshop with 12 papers accepted for presentation at the workshop and published in the proceedings along with a letter from the editors highlighting the activities of the EPSRC sponsored IDEN: (http://www2.computer.org/portal/web/csdl/doi/10.1109/ONTORACT.2008.19)
Details of the workshop: The use of ontologies or knowledge bases for digital inclusion was a recurring technical theme during the meetings of the IDEN network. Knowledge base methods enable to capture and store detailed information and expert knowledge regarding accessibility challenges, preferences, known problems or solutions, etc required to deal with the vast challenges we face when attempting to build a truly inclusive digital economy. One of the issues faced by the IDEN network was constantly having to reinvent the wheel. One of the project proposals which emerged during the cluster was to contribute to engineer a vast knowledge repository of inclusion information, widely accessible for users and designers of digital systems alike. There are other examples of large successful knowledge bases (e.g. WordNet) and similar efforts undertaken by European third level institutions and industry (see for example the European FP7 Oasis project, the Newcastle University of the IDEN network is one of the partner of this project).
The purpose of the workshop was to build on this research momentum by bringing experts and researchers under a single roof, to discuss their experience and expertise of using knowledge-based methods in order to solve some of the challenges raised by an Inclusive Digital Economy. The workshop was very successful and generated a lot of interest both nationally an internationally: there were over 20 original submissions to the workshop with 12 papers accepted for presentation at the workshop. There were contributions from the U.K., Ireland, Germany, Spain, Belgium and Greece.

There were 4 sessions all relevant to the themes discussed by the IDEN Network:

Ontologies & Digital Inclusion, Ontologies & Ambient Intelligence, Ontologies & Personalised Information, Ontologies & User Interaction. A letter from the editors (enclosed) and published on the IEEE digital library widely publicised the activity of the EPSRC digital economy IDEN Network.
Another workshop has been planned this year and also emphasises the link to the IDEN network ( http://www.onthemove-conferences.org/index.php/odis09 )
